KIPP: ATLANTASCHOOLS

KIPP Atlanta Schools Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, October 28, 2025
Meeting Location: 1050 White Street, Suite C, Atlanta, Georgia 30310
Zoom Link: https://kippmetroatlanta-org.zoom.us/j/82581021059

Board Members Present: Joseph Arnold*, Salim Bhatia, Hector Calzada, Stephen
Councill, Richard Deane, Frank Glover, David Jernigan, Zane Major, Catherine Mealor
(virtual)

Honorary Board Members Present: Jim Bostic, Kathe Brown, Dennis Love, Marni Mohr
(virtual)

Staff Members Present: Ra’Chel Ford (Interim CEQO), Jamaul Thomas (CSO), Lakeesha
Ramdhanie (CoS), Justin Anderson (CFO), Benjamin Cabeza (CStO), and Amanda Oudi
(Director of Strategic Projects)

Other Attendees: Chris Adams (KIPP Atlanta Legal Counsel), Andrea
Cooper-Gatewood (Fulton County Schools), Dr. Cherisse Campbell (Fulton County

Schools), Chris Mahr (Leadership Coach)
*Board Chair

Description of Discussion:
The KIPP Atlanta Schools Board convened a Board Meeting on October 28, 2025. The

meeting followed the stated agenda.

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 9:03 AM by the Board Chair, Joseph Arnold.

I. Welcome & Agenda:
A. A discussion was held regarding the agenda for the Board Meeting
II. Consent:
A. A vote was conducted to approve the August 19, 2025, Board Meeting
Minutes
1. Hector Calzada made a motion to approve and Richard Deane
seconded the motion.
2. The motion was approved unanimously, with no abstentions, and
none opposed.
III. Public Comment: 3 minutes per 7 speaking persons
A. A public comment was made by Brittanae Montegue.
B. A public comment was made by Meeyah Yehuda.
C. A public comment was made by Tatjyana Elmore.
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D. A public comment was made by Oryah Yehuda.
IV. Discussion Highlights:
A. Board Chair Updates
1. The Board Chair shared the most recent draft of the 2025 Annual
Report.
2. The Board Chair acknowledged receipt of the GaDOE Annual
Survey Report and provided copies to all board members.
3. The Board Chair introduced several items for vote:
a) Recommendation of Brooks Lumpkin as a KIPP Atlanta
Board Member: A vote was conducted to recommend Brooks
Lumpkin as a KIPP Atlanta Board Member.
(1) Hector Calzada made a motion to approve and
Richard Deane seconded the motion.
(2) The motion was approved unanimously, with no
abstentions, and none opposed.
b) Recommendation of John Fite as a Development Committee
Member: A vote was conducted to recommend John Fite as
a Development Committee Member.
(1) Frank Glover made a motion to approve and Zane
Major seconded the motion.
(2) The motion was approved unanimously, with no
abstentions, and none opposed.
4. Approval of the Annual Financial Audit (contingent on Finance
Committee approval): A vote was conducted to approve the Annual
Financial Audit (contingent on Finance Committee approval).
(1) David Jernigan made a motion to approve and
Richard Deane seconded the motion.
(2) The motion was approved unanimously, with no
abstentions, and none opposed.
B. Interim CEO Updates
1. Interim CEO recognized National Principals Month and celebrated
our two KIPP Six Principals, Principal Brandom Jones and Principal
Omy Mair.
2. Interim CEO shared scholar and family highlights.
3. Interim CEO highlighted Georgia Milestones standout growth at
KIPP Vision Academy and KIPP Woodson Park Academy, as
recognized by the GaDOE.
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4. Interim CEO highlighted CSI school progress at KIPP Vision
Primary, KIPP Vision Academy, KIPP Soul Primary, and KIPP Soul
Academy, recognized by Metro Resa Partners.

5. A discussion was had about academic baseline data, including Fall
iReady ELA, iReady Math, and Quarter 1 Interims Assessments.

a) Dr. Jamual Thomas responded to questions from the Board.

6. A discussion was had regarding the Interim CEO Board Dashboard.

C. APS Comprehensive Long-Range Facilities Plan and Consolidation
Request

1. The Board Chair and Interim CEO shared context about the APS
Long-Range Facilities Plan and Consolidation Request.

2. The Interim CEO recommended that the Board accept APS’s
request and participate in the Comprehensive Long-Range
Facilities Plan and Consolidation.

3. The Board Chair opened the floor for discussion about the
recommendation.

4. A vote was conducted to approve the closing of KIPP Soul Primary
and KIPP Soul Academy as part of the APS Comprehensive
Long-Range Facilities Plan, contingent upon APS’s final approval of
the plan.

a) Richard Deane made a motion to approve and David
Jernigan seconded the motion
b) The motion was approved unanimously, with no abstentions,
and none opposed
V. Adjournment:
A. The motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 11:16 AM. The motion was
approved by Hector Calzada and seconded by David Jernigan.
B. The meeting adjourned at 11:16 AM.
C. Respectfully submitted by Amanda Oudi.

VI. Summary of Actions:

Action Item Owner Deadline/Status

Provide participation rates for High Dr. Jamaul Thomas December 9, 2025

Impact Tutoring (HIT) and SWYK
completion.
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Add updates on Dual Enroliment Ra’Chel Ford December 9, 2025
participation to Board

Updates/Dashboard

Provide Enroliment & Matriculation Troy Williams December 9, 2025

numbers by school.




